
Friends of Aske's meeting minutes – 11 June 2019 
 
Andy Jordan Smith, President of Hatcham Old Boys, spoke to parents and staff about his 
association’s proposal to help develop the underutilised Aske’s playing fields in Nunhead 
into a sports club with upgraded facilities to serve the school, past pupils and the 
community. 
 
The Old Boys have sold their old ground and have some money to develop the school’s 
ground. They want to reinstate the pavilion, with a bar area on top to use and hire out for 
functions, which will raise funds for maintenance of the facility and for the school. 
Andy has contacts at the RFU and other sporting bodies which have funding that can be 
applied for to help develop sport at the club. 
 
An Old Askean, who is an architect, has given time and drawn a plan. This will be 
submitted to the council for preplanning application after further discussion with the school 
and, if approved, then the fundraising drive will start. 
The building work will not have any impact on school sport as it will be built on the site of 
the old unused pavilion. 
 
Mr Williamson has been in talks with the Old Askeans for six months. He said having a 
proper sports club in the area would help to rebuild the brand of the school in the local 
community and would enable pupils to get a better start in sport earlier. He mentioned that 
most state school sadly don’t play fixtures any more but if we bring a club here then the 
players will follow. He said that weekend sport nowadays seems to be primarily club-based 
so rather than parents taking kids to Dulwich or Catford or Beckenham they can do sport 
locally and it will also be open to the community. The school would use it for weekday PE 
and on weekends it would be used by children in the mornings and adults in the 
afternoons. 
 
Mr Goldsmith added that it is a big enough facility for multi-use. 
 
In addition to developing the club, Andy said they wanted to build closer ties with the 
school which could include using the past pupils’ network for things like job experience. 
 
Other issues discussed: 
 
1. Traffic 
Zehra handed out a petition to collect signatures to get the council to assess Jerningham 
Road traffic. Lewisham is looking at closing the road when kids are coming to and leaving 
school or to close it off totally 
Mr Williamson is going to meet the local MP as he would like the bus stops relocated away 
from where you have 600 people moving outside the school. Their current location means 
children can’t see the cars and staff can’t see to supervise the children. He said there 
needs to be a co-ordinated approach to road speed, traffic and buses. 
 
2. Behaviour 
Mr Williamson said the tougher message about behaviour is getting through. The school 
started the new policy with 0 sanctions for all students but they are adding up for some 
and consistency of using the behaviour policy is starting to take effect. Staff are being 
trained to use it. 



He said they have also appointed new teachers for next year and have filled all vacancies 
except one. There has been a significant staff changeover for next year and the school will 
be in a stronger position. There are extra staff or Maths, Science and English. 
He said the biggest thing that will have an impact on behaviour is shorter lessons. The 
100-minute lessons were too long and these will be reduced to one-hour lessons from 
September. 
He said the reason for the shorter break is that there are 600 kids and not enough space. 
Another part of the restructuring is the change to tutor/form time, which doesn’t currently 
work. Teachers will be given training to ensure students get the most out of it and it is a 
better use of the time to have the tutor group at the end of the day so that teachers are in 
the right place and not on the wrong site for their next lesson as was happening at the 
beginning of the day. 
The school will also be introducing PSHE period next year. 
 
Teacher requests for Askes funding 
1. Laptops for use by SEN pupils (Mr Goldsmith said this was a school issue to address) 
2. Support for workshop for Year 9 English. Need to find out figure required. May be 
possibility for next year. 
3. Young carers request - £300 approved for annual day out for 15 young carers. 
Mr Goldsmith will let the new heads of department know that they can put in requests for 
funding to Friends 
 
Thanks 
Clare expressed thanks to Zehra, who is stepping down, for all her help with fundraising 
and raffle prizes. 
A big thank you to Clare who is standing down as Chair. 
 
Quiz feedback 
The entertainment by the cast of Sister Act was well received. Something to bear in mind 
for next time is that if we have entertainment, we need to cut one or two rounds of 
questions otherwise the evening is too long. Need to adjust questions to cater for all ages 
as there were a lot of students there this time. 
Good idea to have it in aid of something. Raised £400 for Sister Act. 
Ran out of ice 
 
Year 6 induction day 
Children will be at school during the day and parents will be invited back at 5pm for an info 
session. Friends of Aske’s will be selling nearly-new uniforms. 
Clare to send out a letter appealing for uniforms. 
Alison to address parents at the meeting. 
 
Sister Act 
Selling refreshments on 8, 9, and 10 July. Need to be there at 6pm. Show starts 7pm.   
 
Date of next meeting – 10 September. Need to arrange to have the new head at the 
meeting. 


