
Minutes for Friends of Aske’s meeting - 17 September 2019 
 
Welcome 
Liz Dekker welcomed parents and told them a bit about what Friends does before introducing 
them to Seema Solani for the Forum section of the meeting. 
  

Forum section 
Seema introduced herself and gave parents some background about herself and her vision for the 
school before taking questions from the floor. 
 
Languages 
The issue of languages was raised by many parents: those in Year 7 were unhappy that German was 
not in the mix and that the new system had not been communicated to them. Those in the older 
years were unhappy that the offering had been changed and some languages dropped without any 
communication. 
A recurring theme at the meeting was the lack of communication with parents. 
Parents said that if a letter could have been sent to parents of the children studying the affected 
languages at the beginning of term it could have mitigated some of the concern. 
Parents were told to contact Mr Gardner to address their specific language concerns. 

School reports  

Parents are still unclear on what the numbers in the reports mean, i.e. what targets have been set 
and what has been attained. It is difficult for parents to have a conversation with their children 
about the reports if they don't understand what they mean. A Year 11 parent said they had not 
been informed of a date for the Year 11 meeting (this may have been addressed by now) 
Awaiting response 

Staffing and high staff turnover 
Parent are concerned about the high staff turnover and the number of supply teachers being used. 
One parent said her son had a whole term in Year 10 last year without a physics teacher. And a 
parent of a current Year 10 said her son is having cover teachers for science now. Is there any way 
to get this number down?  
Ms Solani assessing lesson and teacher requirements 
NOTE FROM LIZ of the 28 teachers who left at the end of last year, how many were moving over to 
the new Southwark School, e.g. Mr Stow etc. 

Timetable - parents were concerned about the length of the double lessons. 

Federation 
Parents want to ask Adrian Percival to attend a meeting where he can answer parents' questions 
about the role of the federation in the school.  
Seema to pass on our request to the federation 

Friends Section 
 

Minutes from last meeting, 11 June 2019, have been signed off and are on the school website 

 

Matters arising from previous meeting 



Road safety outside Jerningham site was mentioned as a follow up to the petition raised in the 

previous meeting. 

ACTION Ingrid to find out from Hill Station the status of discussions with the council. 

 

Old Boys proposal for development of Aske's sports grounds. 

ACTION Liz to find out details of head of Askes Old Boys who spoke at the Friends' meeting in June 

to pass on to Seema. 

 

Credit card payments 

Pauline has organised an iZettle card reader so that Friends can now take card payments at events. 

 

Issues raised by parents on 17 September 2019 

School Communication 

School communication was raised as a problem in both sections of the meeting and is seen as very 

piecemeal. One of the issues raised was only being told on Monday 16/9 that school would close 

early on Thursday 19/9 creating childcare problems for parents who need more notice to move work 

around. 

One solution suggested was the possible reinstatement of the school newsletter. This was on a 

weekly basis back in 2017/18 but was done away with last year. Even if it doesn't come back as a 

weekly edition, a fortnightly roundup of what has been happening and what is coming up (a little 

calendar of dates to note etc) would be very helpful. Although parents realise that this relies on staff 

having the time to do it. 

Awaiting school response 

 

Enrichment timetable 

Something that came up in both sections of the meeting was when the Enrichment timetable would 

be available. The timetable has now come out but there is a severe lack of sport - the only ones 

available are football and athletics. 

Awaiting school response   

 

Sports Day 

Parents are unhappy that sports day is an optional event and not a whole-school event. It should be 

an opportunity for the whole school to come together whether the pupils are taking part or not. 

Apparently it used to happen this way until about three years ago. 

Awaiting school response 

 

Discussion of doing refreshments for open evening and morning 

Discussion of Quiz night 

Discussion of Junior Drama Festival 

Discussion of Winter Fair   

 

Next Meeting - AGM on Tuesday, 12 November 2019 

 


